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Hello and welcome to the first edition of 
our brand new termly magazine! 

We had already been toying with the idea 
of putting together something like this for 
a couple of years, when James and I met 
with our friend and Coventry Uni Graphic 
Design graduate Ashley Drew back in Jan-
uary to start the ball rolling on Jubilee’s 
rebrand. If it was worth doing, it was worth 
doing well! I hope you like the result; it’s a 

real privilege to work with a bunch of such  
talented contributors.

If you would like to contribute to future edi-
tions in some way, please get in touch. This 
is a community endeavour and is impossible 
without the input of others.

Faith Miller
Editor

WELCOME
TO JUBILEE

CONNECT WITh Us

 @jubileechurchcoventry
  @jubileechurchcoventry
  @jubileecoventry

To sit and read a printed magazine is one 
of life’s pleasures that I enjoy and even 
look forward to. 

To read one designed by, written by, and 
featuring our wonderful community here at 
Jubilee Church is right up there! 

As so many of us have altered our life practic-
es during this Covid-19 pandemic, we have 
been thinking hard about the Christian life in 
the context of all the demands on our daily 
lives. We want to learn to live life the way Je-
sus did, at His pace and not the crazy frenetic 

pace of the world around us – it’s going to be 
our next preaching series. 
 
The idea of this publication is to encourage 
each of us to stay informed, but to do so at 
a much slower pace. So as well as news and 
events you will find creative contributions to 
help you sit, ponder, and connect. 

Enjoy! 

Andrew Simpkins
Senior Elder

“Come to me, all you who are weary and carry 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest, take my 
yoke upon you, let me teach you, because I am 
humble and gentle at heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy to bear, 
and the burden I give you is light.”

Matthew 11:28-30 NLT



sTORIES

One of the benefits of lockdown for me has 
been the lack of pressure to do or be any-
where at a particular time. 

It has meant that I have felt able to do things 
that in previous years have felt like ‘yet another 
thing to cram in’. The Wildlife Trust’s ‘30 Days 
of Wild’ in June is one such thing. The idea is 
that for the month of June, you try and do a 
random act of wildness each day. This can be 
as simple as going for a walk, sitting in your 
garden for 10 minutes or researching some  
aspect of wildlife 

I love God’s creation (ok, not overly keen on 
some of the slimier bits) and being deliberate 
about being in it was wonderfully refreshing 
and restful. We discovered woods we had nev-
er been to before and took the time to actually 
identify the birds that land on the feeders in 
our garden. Going on a walk became not just 
trying to get our exercise for the day but actu-
ally noticing things along the way (we had a 
bingo sheet to complete) which meant that we 
spotted a woodpecker in Elkin Wood and tad-
poles in Crackley Wood as well as butterflies, 
bees and occasionally bunnies. 

One of the suggestions given was to take part 
in a litter pick and as we noticed how much 
litter there was in our local woodland, we de-
cided to return with gloves and sacks and get 
to work. We spent about 40 minutes picking up 
the litter. My children loved it and it felt like we 
were working as a team. What a great way to 
be able to show love for our neighbours and 
hopefully we made it a safer place for the wild-
life who frequent it.  

Our garden has also seen some additions: 
we now have a butterfly feeding tray, bug ho-
tel and mini wildlife pond (which we may be 
breeding mosquitoes in but we’re hoping the 
local bat will deal with those for us!). All of 
the projects have been full family affairs and  
lots of fun.

God commands us to love him with our heart, 
mind and soul and to love our neighbours as 
ourselves. It turns out, he’s provided an amaz-
ing and beautiful creation in which we can do 
just that - if that’s the way we enjoy connect-
ing with God. If nature isn’t your thing, what 
do you like doing/where do you like being to 
enjoy God?

Kat Jones

GOING WILDSPOTLIGHT

We find it easy to accept that we may need 
help if we have a physical illness or injury, 
but it can be difficult to accept that for a 
variety of reasons our minds can similarly 
be suffering. 

God, however, is infinitely concerned with 
our body, spirit and mind. Our Pastoral Team 
is here to help those in the church who are 
struggling with emotional, psychological or 

relationship issues that are disrupting their 
lives. The team provides advice, support  
and guidance.

If you feel that the Pastoral Team could help 
you speak to a leader, or contact the Pastoral 
Team Coordinator, Steve Atkinson:  
steve@jubileechurchcoventry.org 
07530 748776



WEEK OF
PRAYER
WhEN? 4 - 11 October
WhErE? Zoom 724 845 618
WhAT? Coming together to pray 

DON’T MISS...

“THE grEATEST THINg THAT ANyoNE CAN do For god 
ANd MAN IS To prAy”

Sd  gordoN



OPEN HEAVEN

It’s coming up to June and open Heaven is 
about to kick off.

When I first heard about Open Heaven back 
in December, I was so excited about seeking 
God for our city. But that was December.

At the end of May? The intensity and relent-
lessness of juggling home schooling, work 
and digital connections has eroded my time 

for God. It’s an uphill struggle to pray or read 
the Bible. I squeeze meagre minutes out of 
my waking hours for time just for me – I can’t 
add this next pressure in, can I?

But I do it. I do it simply because I wanted to 
do it in the past. Because I know that the de-
sire it echoes with in me is still there, some-
where. I download the app and select some 
streets. I will prayer walk. Definitely, soon.

sTORIES

Procrastination rolls the days on until  
June 27th. The Open Heaven app reminds 
me that I need to do my walk before the end 
of the month. So off I go, dragging my feet 
somewhat and not really sure how to find 
the words to pray. 

As I walk, I think about a story I’ve just read: 
A teacher who walks around his classroom, 
pausing by each student to “look at their 
work” – but actually to pray for them. As 
he stops by one student, God speaks: “no-
one has mentioned his name to me before.”  
No-one. Wow. 

And then, God speaks to me. Just a whisper:
“Kevin.”
…
“Kevin.”
Ok…I pray briefly for Kevin. I don’t know who 
he is or which house he lives in.
“Clare.”
Another name, another prayer.
“William.” “Steve.” “Barbara.”
The names keep coming, and gradually, 
with them, comes a gut instinct. For one, 
it’s salvation. For another, revival of faith. 
For another, courage. For another, a voice in  
their loneliness.

For nearly a whole hour, God speaks name 
after name. He names them to me so I can 
speak them back to him in prayer.

I had nothing when I started on that walk. My 
spirit was unprepared, my thoughts were de-
void of enthusiasm, my emotions were de-
cidedly negative. God had everything – every 
name, every heart in his hand. Praise him! 

He doesn’t need us so that he can call all 
people to him, but he loves to invite us in. 
And sometimes we eagerly accept that invi-
tation. Other times we drag our feet – but we 
come, and he moves. 

I am so humbled to remember that it’s not 
about me. It’s all about him and what he 
does in me and through me. Of course, I 
would rather not be a Jonah, dragging my 
feet and resenting his call – but even when I 
am he uses me for his glory. 

If, like me, you’ve found lockdown eroding 
your sense of connection with God, you can 
rest in his complete sufficiency for you. He is 
enough. If, like me, all you can do is regularly 
thank him for his sufficiency, that’s ok. Hold 
on – because he promises to complete all 
the good he started in you. You may not feel 
near to him, but he has not backed away.

He loves you too much to let you go. He loves 
Coventry too much to let it go! 

gemma Curran

Open Heaven was a prayer walking initiative 
in Coventry for the month of June 2020. To find 
out more, visit www.openheavencoventry.org



SUNDAY MEETING

WHEN?: Sundays 10:15am
WHERE?: Zoom/Facebook
WHAT?: Our regular     
Sunday meting

WEEKLY
POWERHOUSE
WHEN?: Sundays 7-8pm
WHERE?: Zoom 724845618
WHAT?: Sunday evening 
prayer meeting

COFFEE & CHAT
WHEN?: Sundays 11:20am
WHERE?: Zoom 724845618
WHAT?: Chat rooms for 
post-meeting socialising

YOUTH TOGETHER

WHEN?: Fri 6th & 27th 19:30
WHERE?: Henry Fry
WHAT?: Altogether disci-
pleship session for 11-18s

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

YOUTH SOCIAL
WHEN?: Fri 13th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Fun and games 
for the 11-18s

18-30s SOCIAL
WHEN?: Sat 14th 19:30 
WHERE?: Zoom **
WHAT?: Details will be on 
18-30s Facebook group

18-30s NIGHT
WHEN?: Sat 28th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom **
WHAT?: Foundations    
webinar followed by chat

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP

WHEN?: Fri 4th  19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Discipleship     
session for the 11-18s

YOUTH SOCIAL
WHEN?: Fri 11th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Fun and games 
for the 11-18s

YOUTH TOGETHER

WHEN?: Fri 18th 19:30
WHERE?: Henry Fry
WHAT?: Altogether disci-
pleship session for 11-18s

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
(OR YOUR FRIDGE)

BIBLE STUDY
WHEN?: Tues & Thurs 13:15
WHERE?: Zoom 415742475
WHAT?: Ongoing series of 
studies on Romans - all term

SEPTEMBER
YOUTH V PARENTS

WHEN?: Fri 11th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Contest between 
youth and their parents

STUDENT CHAT
WHEN?: Starts Sun 20th
WHERE?: Zoom **
WHAT?: Chat room for 
students after the meeting

18-30s SOCIAL
WHEN?: Sat 26th 19:30 
WHERE?: Zoom **
WHAT?: Details will be on 
18-30s Facebook group

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP

WHEN?: Fri 18th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Discipleship     
session for the 11-18s

YOUTH TOGETHER

WHEN?: Fri 25th 19:30
WHERE?: Outdoors (TBA)
WHAT?: Fun and games 
for the 11-18s, face to face!

18-30s NIGHT
WHEN?: Sat 31st 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom **
WHAT?: Foundations    
webinar followed by chat

OCTOBER
WEEK OF PRAYER

WHEN?: 4th - 11th 
WHERE?:  Zoom 724845618
WHAT?: A week of coming 
together to pray

18-30s NIGHT
WHEN?: Sat 10th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom **
WHAT?: Foundations    
webinar followed by chat

18-30s SOCIAL
WHEN?: Sat 24th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom **
WHAT?: Details will be on 
18-30s Facebook group

YOUTH SOCIAL
WHEN?: Fri 2nd 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Fun and games 
for the 11-18s

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP

WHEN?: Fri 16th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Discipleship     
session for the 11-18s

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP

WHEN?: Fri 20th 19:30
WHERE?: Zoom *
WHAT?: Discipleship     
session for the 11-18s

* Youth Zoom code is not available publicly. Please contact youth@jubileechurchcoventry.org
** Join the 18-30s Facebook group for more details on how to access their Zoom get togethers



WHY MOTOFEST?

MotoFest is a weekend of free fami-
ly fun here in Coventry; the UK’s Mo-
tor City. It brings together thousands, 
young and old, to celebrate the industry  
that moves us. 

Thrilling motorsport, heritage displays, glob-
al street food, live music and more. Over 
the last 7 years MotoFest has been the one  

summer party that’s too good to miss, al-
though sadly we had to this year! 

Have you ever wondered though, why Ju-
bilee church runs MotoFest? Welcoming 
229,000 people to the event in 2019 and 
over 2,000 cars and bikes, you may not have 
known that this was started on the back of 
an idea from James Noble one of our elders. 

We talk to him briefly here: 

   “I left my career in the motor industry to join 
the staff  team at Jubilee just over 10 years 
ago. I knew I had been involved in demon-
strating and advancing God’s Kingdom in my 
previous employment and to be honest was 
a little concerned that my move to working

for the church would actually limit the op-
portunities for this. Early on in my church 
employment I heard about an initiative 
that was starting in the city called Coventry 
Champions, whose aim was to bring togeth-
er Business and Community Leaders to make 
Coventry a more vibrant place in which to 
live, work and do business. Andrew Simp-
kins (who leads the eldership team here) and 
I decided to get involved in this, which led to 
my idea for MotoFest and provided the early 
introductions to the council that made what 
was frankly a bonkers idea actually happen!”

How is Jubilee Church Coventry involved 
in MotoFest?
Jubilee Church Coventry has been behind 
Coventry MotoFest from the start. The church 
community as a whole has embraced the 
event and gets involved in many ways, from 
praying that Coventry is blessed through  

MotoFest, to many individuals giving up their 
time to make it happen. The MotoFest core 
team is made up of a mixture of people from 
Jubilee, together with event and motorsport 
professionals. Not only does Jubilee release 
some of my paid time to lead this team, but 
also is one of its sponsors. 

Why is this something that you invest in so 
much as a church?
MotoFest is not purely evangelistic (although 
amazingly a number of people have become 
Christians and joined Jubilee through rela-
tionships started at MotoFest), it’s a celebra-
tion. In Jeremiah 29, the prophet instructs 
God’s people to pray for the city and work for 
its prosperity. There have been times when 
Coventry has been an incredibly prosper-
ous city, but over the past few years the city 
leaders have sought to renew the city again. 
Following the redevelopment of parts of the 
city centre, the city council put out a call for 
large scale events to attract visitors into the 
city centre. MotoFest is Jubilee Church’s re-
sponse to this call.

What about the environment? 
MotoFest celebrates the past, the present 
and the future of the international automo-
tive industry, of which Coventry remains one 
of the key innovation centres. We are com-
mitted to an environmentally sustainable 
future for transport of all kinds. I represent 
MotoFest on the council’s transport inno-
vation committee and its wonderful to be 
able to have a voice of influence on such an 
important issue! Expect to see more electric 
vehicle content at the event in the future, 
but we will also always take great pleasure in 
demonstrating the best of our noisy emotive 
automotive history which is such a key part 
of Coventry’s heritage!
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James with ‘Songs of Praise’ presenter, Aled Jones
Photo: BBC (used with permission)



POWERHOUSE
WhEN? Every Sunday 6th Sept - 13th Dec 7-8pm
WhErE? Zoom 724 845 618
WhAT? Evening prayer meeting, breaking bread

DON’T MISS...
What have you got planned for MotoFest 
next year?
One of the most amazing things is the way 
that what we planned as a local event has, 
in just seven  short years, become a main-
stream part of the national event calendar. 
God has massively blessed the event and 
Coventry through it. 

Next year we hope we will be able to run 
the festival again and we have early plans to 
do this in a Covid secure way. MotoFest will 
look and feel a little different next year, but 

we still hope that MotoFest will continue to 
grow. We will keep doing it as long as it actu-
ally benefits the city that we love.

rosanna Heasman & James Noble

Parts of this article first appeared as a blog on 
the Catalyst Network website in August 2016.

CONNECT WITh MOTOfEsT

 @covmotofest
  @coventrymotofest
 @CovMotoFest
Globe-europe coventrymotofest.com Ph
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NEW TERM, NEW WORLD

What a strange year it’s been so far. 
In some ways it’s going to feel even 
more strange when students, new and  
returning, arrive at university. 

As a church we’re used to welcoming new 
students from Coventry and Warwick uni-
versities, and Nexus Institute. Although the 
coming term is going to look a lot different to 
usual, we are nevertheless still going to seek 
to welcome students.

As a church one of the prophetic words 
spoken over us is specific to students, that 
Jubilee Church is a place where rough dia-
monds are polished – the idea that students 
arrive at university as 18-year olds as “rough 
diamonds”, but throughout their universi-
ty years they grow in spiritual maturity. We 
still have this heart for our new students, 
and as a church we want to encourage 
our students and take joy in seeing them  
spiritually mature during their university    
years and beyond.

How are we going to welcome new stu-
dents?

A fair question, given that we are meeting on-
line currently. Will we even get new students 

join our online meetings? It’s fair to say that 
it’s not going to be an easy experience trying 
to plug into online church away from home, 
so we want to make it as easy as possible for 
students to feel welcome and connected.
 
Therefore, we will be hosting “Student Chats” 
for the first few weeks of term. 

This will:

1. Enable us to meet any new students
2. Connect with existing students
3. Provide a space for students to meet each 
other.

Of course, we want to help students get to 
know non-students in our church by encour-
aging them to go to small groups and join-
ing in with the all-together “Coffee & Chats”, 
but given the circumstances we need to start 
simple and make it as easy as possible for 
them to engage.

Student lunch
“How is student lunch going to work!?”, we 
hear you ask. A lot differently to usual, but 

nevertheless, we are going to do it! Student 
lunch is a great way to bless students, and 
whilst currently we are unable to enjoy hav-
ing loads of students in our houses every 
Sunday, we can still feed them! 

We are going to adopt a “Take them a 
meal” style approach to student lunch 
this term. It’s simple, cook a meal, and 
take it to the student(s)! Keep an eye out 
for further information on student lunch-
es, and be ready to bless students with a  
smashing Sunday lunch!

18-30s Socials
Since lockdown began we have continued 
our 18-30s socials, and have had to get very 
creative! From when lockdown began until 
mid-August, we did these on a weekly ba-
sis, in order to provide more opportunities 
to have fun, and check-in with one another 
during this strange time.

From September we will be reverting to 
monthly socials, providing more opportuni-
ties for relationship building amongst young 
adults of Jubilee.

18-30s Nights
Since Jubilee 18-30s launched in March 
2019, we have just been doing socials. This 
has been great for relationship building 
amongst students and young adults alike. 

However, it has been on our heart for a 
while that there is more… We believe that as 
there’s a strong community, now is the time 
to wade in a bit deeper, and provide space 
for conversations which we wouldn’t have 
been able to have a year ago. 
Alongside the monthly socials, we are there-
fore going to be running a series of “18-30s 
Nights”. These nights will focus on key topics 
which are relevant to foundations and chal-
lenges of faith for the 18-30s demographic. 



Our heart is for young adults to grow in ma-
turity in faith, rather than being swept with 
the winds of different doctrines and temp-
tations which are rife during these years of 
intense development and change. We want 
18-30’s to fall more in love with Jesus and 
in awe of the gospel, rather than falling  
away from it.

How are we going to do it?

During this term, we’ll run a Foundations se-
ries, covering the below topics:

What is the gospel?
With so many different influences out there, 
whether through streams of media or in liter-
ature, what is the core gospel message and 
how do we live by this?

Dealing with doubt
When we have moments we doubt our faith, 
how do we respond to this?

Running with endurance
With so many distractions around us, goals 
to pursue, things which fill our time, how can 
we keep pursuing God and run with endur-
ance during our young adult years?

Then, next term we will be running a            
Challenges series, focusing on challenges of 
our faith and in the world around us. We will 

encourage our 18-30s to send in questions 
and challenges to faith throughout this term, 
and use this to form the Challenges series.

These nights will be online for the foreseea-
ble future, the first part being a webinar style 
involving worship and a talk. The second 
part of the night will be more interactive.

dates
All the dates for the goings-on in the 18-
30’s world can be found on the calendar 
page of this magazine, as well as on our 
website calendar. Please also keep an 
eye on social media and Jubilee News for  
further information.

Words: dan & Esther Brown
photography: Josh dean

Dan & Esther lead our 18-30s team (of which 
Josh is a part). You can find out more about 
the inception of 18-30s at Jubilee on our blog, 
via our website.

CONNECT WITh 18-30s

 @18to30satjubileechurchcoventry

  @18to30satjubilee

“IF ANy MAN THINKS ILL oF yoU, 
do NoT BE ANgry WITH HIM, 

For yoU ArE WorSE THAN HE THINK yoU To BE”

CH SpUrgEoN



JUBILEE
NEWS

WhEN? Every Thursday
WhErE? Straight to your inbox
WhAT? Weekly news email, sign up on our website

DON’T MISS...

F & P

god shows up when we seek him in  
Fasting and prayer (F&p)

I was in distress and despondent because 
what I was hoping for, as escape from the 
‘worst year of my life’, fell through. I sought 
God in F&P and he told me what and where 
my future was, made it happen. Twelve years 
on, it is still true and good.

I was feeling insecure as I had nowhere to 
live, no income, no employment prospects 
and no family within 3,000 mile radius. I F&P 
to God and instantly someone texted me 
to come live with them without me asking. 
They also gave me their credit card for the 
year and regularly paid for my groceries.

I was feeling depressed and of low worth as 
many aspects of life hadn’t turned out the 

way I hoped, with many disappointments. 
I ate the Psalms, fasted and prayed to God. 
He brought comfort, hope, perspective and 
turned the events round, in that order.

Why not seek God in prayer, with fasting, and 
see that He is good.

dieks Anthony

sTORIES



CONTACT Us
Jubilee Church Coventry
Hertford Place
Coventry
West Midlands
CV1 3JZ

Tel: 024 7622 5928
office@jubileechurchcoventry.org

CONNECT WITh Us
 @jubileechurchcoventry
 @jubileechurchcoventry
 @jubileecoventry
Globe-europe jubileechurchcoventry.org


